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China Offers Assistance to Fiji Law & Justice Sector 
Suspicious States PCPI 

Suva, 13 April 2008: The Pacific Centre for Public Integrity has expressed grave concerns 
over revelation from government officials to PCPI that the Peoples Republic of China 
Government  (PRC) is offering financial and technical assistance to the Fiji Law and Justice 
Sector, traditionally an area supported by the Australian and NZ development assistance 
sectors. 

PCPI stated they were informed that six officials from the Ministry of Justice were in the country 
last week and had met with officials from the Ministry of Justice including the Office of the DPP to 
scope out what type of assistance could be provided. Following from that visit, officials from the 
Law and Justice Sector in Fiji will be traveling to China later this year for further talks.

PCPI says the Chinese government has an appalling track record on the rule of law and for human 
rights in respect of political and religious freedoms, protection against arbitrary criminal 
punishment, and the development of fair and independent courts in particular the growth of a free 
and robust legal system.

Despite, having signed the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)  which Fiji 
has yet to sign, the PRC Government is yet to ratify it. 

PCPI says the continued suppression and violation  of religious and minority groups rights by the 
PRC Government is a fact that the Fiji interim regime is willing to conveniently ignore  for economic 
and political  expediency. PCPI says that the recent support by the interim government to China 
over its human rights violations in Tibet only serves to reflect the IG’s stance on respect for human 
rights and principles of democracy. 

PCPI states that Fiji’s traditional system of government and legal systems are based on 
democratic principles, while  the PRC government is a communist state. They warned that   
democracy especially  respect for human rights and the rule of law would be further eroded and 
undermined if the interim government accepts the Chinese government assistance.

PCP says that that fact that  interim government would even contemplate assistance from the 
Chinese government raises serious questions with regards its commitments to returning the 
country back to parliamentary government early next year.
The PRC government has traditionally funded infra structure development in Fiji, therefore this 
latest development is highly suspicious. 

PCPI is demanding that the interim government publicly explain why it is  looking to the Chinese 
government for assistance in the area of the rule of law and justice, especially given the recent 
violent government  suppression of pro independent protesters in Tibet  and the continued 
suppression of religious and media freedom, and civil and political rights of its people.
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