
Mr Ban Ki- moon
Secretary General
Office of the Secretary General
United Nations Headquaters
First Avenue, 46th Street
New York, NY 10017

21 May 2008

Re : UN Support for Fiji Interim Regime Political Forum

Dear Mr Ban Ki-moon

I write on behalf of the Pacific Centre for Public Integrity (PCPI), a regional non-government 
organisation based in Suva Fiji. We campaign  to support and promote good governance practices 
in the Pacific states. 

Since the  military coup of Dec 5  2006, PCPI has campaigned vigorously for a return to 
parliamentary democracy and  the rule of law within the provisions of Fiji’s constitution. 

We write to you to draw your attention to our concerns with regards to the proposed political 
forum that is being touted by the interim regime, under the authority of the President of Fiji, HE 
Ratu Josefa Iloilo.

PCPI is keen to support a legitimate process that  involves meaningful dialogue across a broad 
based spectrum of stakeholders in Fiji, including members of civil society, interim regime , the 
security forces and political parties.  

We note that while such a process is necessary, Fiji’s  next general elections cannot and must not 
be linked in any way to this political forum process that is initiated and driven by an unlawful  
military installed regime, which lacks legal and political legitimacy and credibility.

The interim regimes Peoples’ Charter Process, and changes made to the Great Council of Chiefs 
and the Fijian Affairs Act has been opposed by the majority of indigenous provincial institutions, 
and Christian churches such as the Methodist Church in Fiji, which is the largest Christian church 
in Fiji.

To date the interim regime has failed to demonstrate meaningful progress in electoral 
preparations. Electoral experts have stated that it would be unlikely that statutory requirements 
will be met in time for elections to be conducted in March 2009.

Despite its promises, the interim regime has failed  to appoint a Supervisor of Elections, and the 
Electoral Boundaries Commission have not even started its work.



The interim regime has also reneged on its commitment to uphold and respect human rights, 
freedom of expression and media freedom. 

In  the last six months, the interim regime has not only threatened to impose greater restrictions 
on the Fiji’s commercially owned media, but have unlawfully detained and deported expatriate 
publishers of two major newspapers.

There are also serious concerns both nationally and internationally regarding the independence 
and integrity of Fiji’s Judiciary since the  unlawful removal of the Chief Justice. These concerns 
have been reinforced, by the direct refusal of the interim regime, through the office of the 
Attorney General to allow international independent assessment to determine the state of Fiji’s 
judiciary.
Both the International Bar Association and the UN Special Rapporteur on Independence of 
Judges and Lawyers have been refused access to Fiji since last year, and in February this year, 
representatives of the IBA were banned from entering Fiji. 

It is only this week that the interim regime has had a change of heart, stating that the changed 
situation in Fiji warrants allowing both organizations access to Fiji. Furthermore the interim 
regime has stated its preference to allowing the UN SR to be given first priority over the IBA. 

As an NGO that has consistently worked to draw attention to concerns around the independent 
functioning of Fiji’s Judiciary, we are concerned over the timing of the announcement by the 
interim regime to allow both the IBA and the UN SR to Fiji.

While we welcome the decision by the interim regime, we are of the view that that their 
intentions are insincere and its motives are not honorable.

The interim regime is desperate to ensure that its political forum that it is proposing has 
widespread political and public support.
To date it has failed to attract a groundswell of local and international support for its actions and 
initiatives undertaken since the military coup of Dec 5 2006.

The interim regime desperately needs international institutions such as the Commonwealth 
Secretariat and the United Nations to lend its support and endorsement to its highly controversial 
political forum to give it legitimacy and credibility nationally.

We are writing to respectfully advise the UN to treat with uttermost caution the request from the 
interim regime for UN support for its political forum.

The purpose of the political forum is not clear, but there are serious concerns in Fiji that this 
Forum will be used to endorse among a number of proposed laws, including  controversial 
electoral amendments in the constitution. The only constitutional body that is empowered to 
undertake such constitutional amendments is Parliament.  



We believe that it is critical and necessary that political dialogue be encouraged to enable 
political consensus over difficult and controversial issues that is inhibiting political resolution to 
the current impasse facing Fiji.

We however believe that in order for such a process to have legitimacy and credibility both 
politically and publicly, it is absolutely necessary that the process be facilitated by an 
independent body that is respected by all parties and is perceived to be politically neutral.

We recognize the mandate given by the Pacific Forum Leaders to the Fiji Forum Working Group 
to assist  the interim regime return the country back to parliamentary government within the 
framework of Fiji’s constitution.

The UN, European Union, the Commonwealth Secretariat and Fiji’s main international 
development partners have committed to supporting  the  Forum Regional Process of assistance 
to Fiji. It would seem on face value that this is the most likely process that the interim regime is 
willing to actively engage in. 

We therefore must emphasis  that  any engagement of the UN in this any political initiative of the 
interim regime must be through the Forum Joint Working Group Process. It is necessary, to 
safeguard the interest of the UN, it enables wider participation of key stakeholders in Fiji if such 
a forum is organized and facilitated independently from the interim regime and most importantly 
it allows for a credible, legitimate  political process that can genuinely contribute towards the 
road of helping Fiji return to parliamentary democracy.

I look forward to your consideration of the issues that we have raised.

Should you require further clarification or information, please do not hesitate to contact me 
directly at email address : aheffern@pacintegrity.org.

Sincerely

Anjenette Heffernan
Executive Director

Cc: Mr Leandro Despouy, UN Special Rapporteur on Independence of Judges & Lawyers
Secretary General, Commonwealth Secretariat
HE Mr Peter Eafeare, Chair of the Fiji Forum Joint Working Group
Mr Laisenia Qarase, Leader of SDL Political Party and deposed Prime Minister of  Fiji 
Mr Richard Dictus, UN Resident Representative, UN Office, Fiji
Forum members of the Fiji Joint Working Group.


