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Declare this among the nations: proclaim a war, rouse the warriors to arms! Let all the 
soldiers report and march! Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruning hooks 
into spears; let the weak man say, "I am a warrior!" 
 
Joel 4: 9-10 
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I. EXHORTATION TO THE TAUKEI 
 

 
 
Strength, strength is what the scriptures speak to me from every page. This is the one 
great thing to remember, it has been the one great lesson I have been taught in my life; 
strength, it says, strength, O man, be not weak. Are there no human weaknesses? — says 
man. There are, say the scriptures, but will more weakness heal them, would you try to 
wash dirt with dirt? Will sin cure sin, weakness cure weakness? Strength, O man, 
strength, say the scriptures, stand up and be strong. Strength, strength for us. What we 
need is strength, who will give us strength? There are thousands to weaken us, and of 
stories we have had enough. Everything that can weaken us as a race we have had for the 
last hundred years. It seems as if during that period the national life had this one end in 
view, viz how to make us weaker and weaker till we have become real earthworms, 
crawling at the feet of every one who dares to put his foot on us. Therefore, my friends, 
as one of your blood, as one that lives and dies with you, let me tell you that we want 
strength, strength, and every time strength. Freedom, physical freedom, mental freedom 
and spiritual freedom are the watchwords of the scriptures. Be free from the bonds of 
nature, be free from weakness! Yield not to unmanliness! Yield not to impotence! For 
action is better than inaction. Cast off this mean weakness of heart! Stand up, O 
scorchers of foes.  
 
Know that all sins and all evils can be summed up in that one word - weakness. It is 
weakness that is the motive power in all evil-doing. It is weakness that is the source of all 
selfishness. It is weakness that makes men injure others. It is weakness that makes them 
manifest what they are not in reality. Your country requires heroes; be heroes. Stand firm 
like a rock. Truth always triumphs. What Fiji wants is a new electric fire to stir up a fresh 
vigour in the national veins. Be brave, be brave; man dies but once. God (YHVH) hates 
cowardice. His disciples must not be cowards. Keep up the deepest mental poise; take not 
even the slightest notice of what puerile creatures may be saying against you. 
Indifference! Indifference! Indifference! Bear in mind the eyes are two in number, and so 
the ears, but the mouth is but one. All great undertakings are achieved through mighty 
obstacles. Put forth your manly effort. Wretched people under the grip of lust and gold 
deserve to be looked upon with indifference.  
 
What makes you weep, my friend? In you is all power. Summon up your all-powerful 
nature, oh, mighty ones! and this whole universe will lie at your feet. It is the Self alone 
that predominates and not matter. It is those foolish people who identify themselves with 
their bodies that piteously cry, 'Weak, weak, we are weak'. What the nation wants is 
pluck and scientific genius. We want great spirit, tremendous energy and boundless 
enthusiasm; no womanishness will do. It is the man of action, the lionheart that the Lord 
God YHVH resorts to.  
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What I want is muscles of iron and nerves of steel, inside which dwells the mind of the 
same material as that of which, the thunderbolt is made. Strength, manhood, spiritual 
potency! No need of looking behind. Forward! We want infinite energy, infinite zeal, 
infinite courage, and infinite patience; then only will great things will be achieved. The 
greatest error, says the Scripture, is to say that you are weak, that you are a sinner, a 
miserable creature and that you have no power and you cannot do this or that.  
 
Strength is life, weakness is death; strength is felicity, life eternal, immortal! Weakness is 
constant strain and misery. Weakness is death. Weakness is the one cause of suffering. 
We become miserable, because we are weak. We lie, steal, kill and commit other crimes, 
because we are weak. We suffer, because we are weak. We die, because we are weak. 
Where there is nothing to weaken us, there is no death, no sorrow.  
 
The remedy for weakness is not brooding over weakness, but thinking of strength.  
Strength is the one thing needful. Strength is the medicine for the world's disease. 
Strength is the medicine which the ignorant must have when oppressed by the learned. 
And it is the medicine that sinners must have when tyrannized over by other sinners.    
 
Stand up, be bold, be strong. Take the whole responsibility on your own shoulders, and 
know that you are the creator of your own destiny. All the strength and succor you want 
is within yourselves. Therefore make your own future. What our country now wants are 
muscles of iron and nerves of steel - gigantic wills which nothing can resist, which can 
penetrate into the mysteries and secrets of the universe and will accomplish their purpose 
even if it meant going to the bottom of the ocean and meeting Death face to face.  
   
We have wept long enough; no more weeping, but stand on your feet and be men. It is a 
man-making religion that we want. It is man-making theories that we want. It is man-
making education all round that we want. And here is the test of truth - anything that 
makes you weak physically, intellectually and spiritually, reject as poison; there is no life 
in it, it cannot be true. Truth is strengthening. Truth is purity, Truth is all knowledge. 
Truth must be strengthening, must be enlightening, must be invigorating. What we want 
is vigour in the blood, strength in the nerves, iron muscles and nerves of steel, not 
softening namby-pamby ideas.  
 
Be bold! My children should be brave, above all. Not the least compromise on any 
account. Faith, sympathy, fiery faith and fiery sympathy! Faith, faith in ourselves, faith, 
faith in God - this is the secret of greatness. This faith in was in the hearts of our 
ancestors, this faith in themselves was the motive power that pushed them forward and 
forward. We have lost faith in ourselves. Losing faith in one's self means losing faith in 
God. We speak of many things parrot-like, but never do them; speaking and not doing 
has become a habit with us. What is the cause of that? Physical weakness. This sort of 
weak brain is not able to do anything. We must strengthen it. First of all our young men 
must be strong. Religion will come afterwards. You will understand the mighty strength 
of YHVH better with a little of strong blood in you. You will understand the scriptures 
better and the glory of the Self when your body stands firm upon your feet and you feel 
yourselves as men.  
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Truth, purity and unselfishness - wherever these are present, there is no power below or 
above the sun to crush the possessor thereof. Equipped with these, one individual is able 
to face the whole universe in opposition. Sincerity of conviction and purity of motive will 
surely gain the day, and even a small minority, armed with these is surely destined to 
prevail against all odds.  
 
Fiji will be raised, not with the power of flesh, but with the power of the spirit. Ours is to 
work. The results will take care of themselves. Be great. No great work can be done 
without sacrifice. No great work can be done without severe austerities. Bring all forces 
of good together.  
 
Get up, and set your shoulder to the wheel - how long is this life for? As you have come 
into this world, leave some mark behind. Otherwise where is the difference between you 
and the trees and stones? - they too come into existence, decay and die. Arise! Awake! 
and stop not till the goal is reached!  
 
The soil of Fiji is my highest heaven and the good of Fiji is my highest good. I offer my 
respectful obeisances unto He who is self-effulgent and who gives impulse. O Lord of the 
Universe, vouchsafe manliness unto me. O Lord YHVH, take away my weakness, take 
away unmanliness, and make me a Man! 
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II. GOLDEN WORDS 

 

Great things can be done by great sacrifices only.  
 
The essential thing is renunciation: without renunciation none can pour out his whole 
heart in working for others. 
 
Strength is life, weakness is death. If there is any sin in the world, it is weakness; avoid 
all weakness, for weakness is sin, weakness is death. 
 
Be not in despair; the way is very difficult, like walking on the blade of a razor. Yet 
despair not; arise, awake, and find the ideal, the goal. 
 
Death is better than a vegetating ignorant life; it is better to die on the battlefield than to 
live a life of defeat. 
 
Strength is life, weakness is death. Activity is life and inactivity is death. Salvation is not 
achieved by inactivity but by spiritual activities. 
 
The greatest sin is fear. 
 
Fear is one of the worst enemies. It is fear that is the great cause of misery in the world. 
 
He who is always afraid of loss always loses. 
 
It is a great thing to take up a grand ideal in life and then give up one's whole life to it. 
 
No claim is made by the doer of great deeds, only by lazy worthless fools. 
 
Where there is life, there will be death: so get away from life if you want to get rid of 
death. 
 
There is an ocean of difference between idleness and renunciation. This is a battlefield, 
fight your way out. Make your life a manifestation of will strengthened by renunciation. 
 
Conscious efforts lead the way to super-conscious illumination. Power will come, glory 
will come, goodness will come, purity will come, and everything that is excellent will 
come, when this sleeping soul is roused to self conscious activity. 
 
Everything that has selfishness for its basis, competition as its right hand, and enjoyment 
as its goal, must die sooner or later. 
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Everything can be sacrificed for truth, but truth cannot be sacrificed for anything. 
 
If a man goes towards what is false, it is because he cannot get what is true. 
 
Character has to be established through a thousand stumbles. 
 
The secret of life is not enjoyment, but education through experience. Experience is the 
only source of knowledge. 
 
The very essence of education is concentration of mind, not the collecting of facts.  
 
Concentration of the mind is the source of all knowledge. 
 
Any amount of theoretical knowledge one may have: but unless one does the thing 
actually, nothing is learnt. 
 
We want the education by which character is formed, strength of mind is increased, the 
intellect is expanded, and by which one can stand on one's own feet. 
 
Do one thing at a time and while doing it put your whole soul into it to the exclusion of 
all else. 
 
The secret of religion lies not in theories but in practice.  
 
You must believe in yourself and then you will believe in God. 
 
If you are pure, if you are strong, you, one man, is equal to the whole world. 
 
This Self is not to be attained by one who is weak. 
 
Want of sympathy and lack of energy are at the root of all misery. 
 
The road to the Good is the roughest and steepest in the universe. 
 
Do not wait to cross the river when the water has all run down. 
 
Dare to be free, dare to go as far as your thought leads, and dare to carry that out in your 
life. 
 
When there is a conflict between the heart and the brain, let the heart be followed. 
 
A man of intellect can turn into a devil, but never a man of heart. 
 
The fear of God is the beginning of religion, but the love of God is the end of religion. 
 
Do not yield to sorrow: everything is in God's hands. 
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The highest direction is that which takes us to God: every other direction is lower. 
 
Let not the fire die out.  
 
We make war in order that we may live at peace. 
 
Ours not to question why, ours but to do and die!  
 
Work out the salvation of this land! 
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III. THE AMERICAN DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 
 

 
 
The Declaration of Independence is the grandest, the bravest, and the profoundest 
political document that was ever signed by the representatives of a people. It is the 
embodiment of physical and moral courage, and of political wisdom.  
 
I say of physical courage because it was a declaration of war against the most powerful 
nation then on the globe; a declaration of war by thirteen weak, unorganized colonies, a 
declaration of war by a few people, without military stores, without wealth, without 
strength, against the most powerful kingdom on the earth; a declaration of war made 
when the British navy -- at that day the mistress of every sea -- was hovering along the 
coast of America, looking after defenseless towns and villages to ravish and destroy. It 
was made when thousands of English soldiers were upon our soil, and when the principle 
cities of America were in the substantial possession of the enemy.  
 
And so, I say, all things considered, it was the bravest political document ever signed by 
man. And if it was physically brave, the moral courage of the document is almost 
infinitely beyond the physical. They had the courage not only, but they had the almost 
infinite wisdom to declare that all men are created equal. 
 
With one blow, with one stroke of the pen, they struck down all the cruel, heartless 
barriers that aristocracy, that priestcraft, that kingcraft had raised between man and man. 
They struck down with one immortal blow that infamous spirit of caste that makes a God 
almost a beast, and a beast almost a god. With one word, with one blow they wiped away 
and utterly destroyed all that had been done by centuries of war -- centuries of hypocrisy 
-- centuries of injustice. 
 
What more did they do? They then declared that each man has a right to live. And what 
does that mean? It means that he has the right to make his living. It means that he has the 
right to breathe the air, to work the land, that he stands the equal of every other human 
being beneath the shining stars, entitled to the product of his labor -- the labor of his hand 
and of his brain.  
 
What more? That every man has right to pursue his own happiness in his own way. 
Grander words than these have never been spoken by man. And what more did these men 
say? They laid down the doctrine that governments were instituted among men for the 
purpose of preserving the rights of the people.  
 
The old idea was that people existed solely for the benefit of the state -- that is to say, for 
kings and nobles. The old idea was that the people were the wards of the kind and priest -
- that their bodies belong to one and their souls to the other.  
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And what more? That the people are the source of political power. That was not only a 
revelation, but it was a revolution. It changed the ideas of people with regard to the 
source of political power. For the first time it made human beings men. What was the old 
idea? The old idea was that no political power came from, nor in any manner belonged to 
the people. The old idea was that the political power came from the clouds; that the 
political power came in some miraculous way from heaven; that it came down to kings, 
and queens and robbers. That was the old idea. The nobles lived upon the labor of the 
people; the people had no rights; the nobles stole what they had and divided with the 
kings, and the kings pretended to divide what they stole with God Almighty. The source, 
then, of political power was from above. The people were responsible to the nobles, the 
nobles to the king, and the people had no political right whatever, no more than the wild 
beasts of the forest. The kings were responsible to God; not the people. They were 
responsible to the clouds, not to the toiling millions they robbed and plundered. 
 
And the American forefathers, in this declaration of independence, reversed this thing, 
and said; No, the people, they are the source of political power, and their rulers -- these 
presidents, these kings -- are but the agents and servants of the great, sublime people.  
 
For the first time, really, in the history of the world, the kind was made to get off the 
throne, and the people were royally seated thereon. The people became the sovereigns, 
and the old sovereigns became the servants and the agents of the people. It is hard for you 
and me now to imagine even the immense results of the change. It is hard for you and me, 
at this day, to understand how thoroughly it had been ingrained in the brain of almost 
every man, that the king had some wonderful right over him; that in some strange way 
the king owned him; that in some miraculous manner he belonged, body and soul, to 
somebody who rode on a horse, to somebody with epaulettes on his shoulders and a tinsel 
crown upon his brainless head. 
 
The American forefathers had been educated in that idea, and when they first landed on 
American shores they believed it. They thought they belonged to somebody, and that they 
must be loyal to some thief, who could trace his pedigree back to antiquity's most 
successful robber. It took a long time for them to get that idea out of their heads and 
hearts. They were three thousand miles away from the despotisms of the old world, and 
every wave of the sea was an assistant to them. The distance helped to disenchant their 
minds of that infamous belief, and every miles between them and the pomp and glory of 
monarchy helped to put republican ideas and thoughts into their minds. Besides that, 
when they came to this country, and three thousand miles of waves on the other side, 
menaced by barbarians on the one side, and famine on the other, they learned that a man 
who had courage, a man who had thought, was as good as any other man in the world, 
and they built up, as it were in spite of themselves, little republics. And the man that had 
the most nerve and heart was the best man, whether he had any noble blood in his veins 
or not. 
 
Seven long years of war -- fighting for what? For the idea that all political power is 
vested in the great body of people.  
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There were very few hearts then beneath that flag which did not begin to think that the 
struggle was useless; that all the blood and treasure had been spent and shed in vain. But 
there were some men gifted with that wonderful prophecy that fulfills itself, and that 
wonderful magnetic power that makes heroes of everybody they come in contact with. 
And so the Founding Fathers went through the gloom of that terrible time and still fought 
on. Brave men wrote grand words, cheering the despondent; brave men did brave deeds; 
the rich man gave his wealth; the poor man gave his life, until at last, by the victory at 
Yorktown, the old banner won its place in the air and became glorious forever.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 14

 
 
 

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE: THE GRANDEST OF DOCUMENTS 
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IV. THE COMING WAR 
 

 
 

The Right to Make War 

No doubt war is a social necessity which nations practice in order to solve their social 
problems which defy peaceful solution. Human communities have plunged into fights not 
only for the mere accomplishment of material aims but for the achievement of moral 
needs as well. Some historians explain that in the absence of war, progress and 
civilization would have been hindered in some nations.  

Hegel, a pioneer of the study of historical development, for instance, says that change can 
take place only when there are opposing forces which struggle against one another so that 
a new product, stronger than the rest, issues from the clash.  

Since 1795, when Immanuel Kant published in his old age his treatise on "Perpetual 
Peace," many have considered it an established fact that war is the destruction of all good 
and the origin of all evil. In spite of all that history teaches, no conviction is felt that the 
struggle between nations is inevitable, and the growth of civilization is credited with a 
power to which war must yield. But, undisturbed by such human theories and the change 
of times, war has again and again marched from country to country with the clash of 
arms, and has proved its destructive as well as creative and purifying power. 

War is a biological necessity of the first importance, a regulative element in the life of 
mankind which cannot be dispensed with, since without it an unhealthy development will 
follow, which excludes every advancement of the race, and therefore all real civilization. 
"War is the father of all things." (Heraclitus) The sages of antiquity long before Darwin 
recognized this. 
 
The struggle for existence is, in the life of Nature, the basis of all healthy development. 
All existing things show themselves to be the result of contesting forces. So in the life of 
man the struggle is not merely the destructive, but the life-giving principle. "To supplant 
or to be supplanted is the essence of life," says Goethe, and the strong life gains the upper 
hand.  
 
The law of the stronger holds good everywhere. A systematic law of subsistence in the 
struggle for existence is there by the supreme will, and there is no escape for anyone by 
any amount of planning. The weak are the subsistence of the strong. No one is strong 
enough to protect himself from the onslaught of a stronger, and by the will of the Lord 
there are systematic categories of the weak, the stronger and the strongest. 
 
Exploitation of the weaker living being by the stronger is the natural law of existence; 
there is always an attempt to devour the weak in different kingdoms of living beings. 
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There is no possibility of checking this tendency by any artificial means under material 
conditions; it can be checked only by awakening the spiritual sense of the human being 
by practice of spiritual regulations.  
 
The Supreme Personality of Godhead is ever existing, but in the form of time, He is the 
killer of everything. The living entities are created through the agency of the father and 
killed through the agency of death, but He is perpetually free of birth and death.  
 
The Supreme Personality of Godhead has created the material world in such a way that 
one living entity is food for another. Thus there is a struggle for existence, but although 
we speak of survival of the fittest, no one can escape death without becoming a devotee 
of the Lord. 
 
The weak are the subsistence of the strong, and the general rule holds that one living 
being is food for another. Those forms survive which are able to procure themselves the 
most favorable conditions of life, and to assert themselves in the universal economy of 
Nature. The weaker succumb. This struggle is regulated and restrained by the 
unconscious sway of biological laws and by the interplay of opposite forces. In the plant 
world and the animal world this process is worked out in unconscious tragedy.  
 
In the human race it is consciously carried out, and regulated by social ordinances. The 
man of strong will and strong intellect tries by every means to assert himself, the 
ambitious strive to rise, and in this effort the individual is far from being guided merely 
by the consciousness of right. The life-work and the life-struggle of many men are 
determined, doubtless, by unselfish and ideal motives, but to a far greater extent the less 
noble passions--craving for possessions, enjoyment and honor, envy and the thirst for 
revenge--determine men's actions. Still more often, perhaps, it is the need to live which 
brings down even natures of a higher mold into the universal struggle for existence and 
enjoyment. 
 
There can be no doubt on this point. The nation is made up of individuals, the state of 
communities. The motive which influences each member is prominent in the whole body. 
It is a persistent struggle for possessions, power, and sovereignty, which primarily 
governs the relations of one nation to another, and right is respected so far only as it is 
compatible with advantage.  
 
So long as there are men who have human feelings and aspirations, so long as there are 
nations who strive for an enlarged sphere of activity, so long will conflicting interests 
come into being and occasions for making war arise. 
 
The natural law, to which all laws of Nature can be reduced, is the law of struggle. All 
intrasocial property, all thoughts, inventions, and institutions, as, indeed, the social 
system itself, are a result of the intrasocial struggle, in which one survives and another is 
cast out. 
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The extrasocial, the supersocial struggle which guides the external development of 
societies, nations, and races, is war. The internal development, the intrasocial struggle, is 
man's daily work--the struggle of thoughts, feelings, wishes, sciences, activities. The 
outward development, the supersocial struggle, is the sanguinary struggle of nations--
war. In what does the creative power of this struggle consist? In growth and decay, in the 
victory of the one factor and in the defeat of the other! This struggle is a creator, since it 
eliminates (Claus Wagner, "War as the Creative World Principle").  
 
That social system in which the most efficient personalities possess the greatest influence 
will show the greatest vitality in the intrasocial struggle. In the extrasocial struggle, in 
war, the nation will conquer which can throw into the scale the greatest physical, mental, 
moral, material, and political power, and is therefore the best able to defend itself. War 
will furnish such a nation with favorable vital conditions, enlarged possibilities of 
expansion and widened influence, and thus promote the progress of mankind; for it is 
clear that those intellectual and moral factors which insure superiority in war are also 
those which render possible a general progressive development. They confer victory 
because the elements of progress are latent in them.  
 
Without war, inferior or decaying peoples would easily choke the growth of healthy 
budding elements, and a universal decadence would follow. 
 
Struggle is, therefore, a universal law of Nature, and the instinct of self-preservation 
which leads to struggle is acknowledged to be a natural condition of existence.  
 
Modernization brings with it increased ethnic conflict as different groups begin 
competing in larger economic and political systems in which, at any given point in time, 
groups differ in their numbers and their control of resources.  
 
Group size is important because size translates into greater political power within a multi-
ethnic state, and group size can give legitimacy to demands for political autonomy and 
ultimately the creation of secessionist ethno-states.  
 
Greater group size also facilitates resource competition within multi-ethnic states, at least 
partly because of increased ability to manipulate the political process.  
 
Although there is a correlation between group size and economic and political power, 
there are glaring exceptions to the rule, the most common being exploitation of larger 
groups by smaller groups with greater access to the forces of social control. 
 
Man is a fighter. Self-sacrifice is a renunciation of life, whether in the existence of the 
individual or in the life of states, which are agglomerations of individuals. The first and 
paramount law is the assertion of one's own independent existence. By self-assertion 
alone can the state maintain the conditions of life for its citizens, and insure them the 
legal protection which each man is entitled to claim from it.  
 



 18

This duty of self-assertion is by no means satisfied by the mere repulse of hostile attacks; 
it includes the obligation to assure the possibility of life and development to the whole 
body of the nation embraced by the state. 
 
Offensive war has become a necessity.  
 
It is incumbent upon us to act on the offensive and strike the first blow, no concern about 
the odium of "The aggressor".  
 
Cut the enemy to pieces! Pluck out their sinful eyes.  
 
It is unthinkable that differences be negotiated.  
 
Our enemies must be crushed so completely, that they can never cross our paths again.  
 
They must be annihilated. 
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V. THEOLOGICAL JUSTIFICATION FOR WAR 
 

 
 

THREE CAUSES OF WAR GIVEN IN THE SCRIPTURES 
 
The Bible attributes the cause of wars to the following three things:  
 
First, war is the result of a sinful fallen world (James 4:1-2). 
 
Secondly, wars are the result of God's judgment (2 Samuel 12:10). 
 
Third, wars can be the result of God's decree or decision (Exodus 17:14-16, 
Deuteronomy 25:17-19). 
 
War is sometimes a necessary tool of God against sinful people.   
 

THE FIRST WAR 
 
The first war took place in heaven when Lucifer rose up in rebellion against God in 
heaven and was consequently cast down to earth (Isaiah 14:12-17, Ezekiel 28:11-19, 
Revelation 12:3-4). Here we see the heart of war in the proud rebellion of Satan. It was 
the desire for self-rule and self-exaltation and the desire to rule over others that led to the 
first war and wherever war is found today these same desires.   
 
The first mention of war in the Scriptures is found in the book of Genesis 14. This first 
mention of war on earth gives us great insight into war itself in general. In Genesis 14 we 
see the following.   
 
First, war is rooted in rebellion. 
 
"And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, 
Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of nations, 2 that they made war with Bera 
king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of 
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3 All these joined together in the Valley of 
Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea). 4 Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the 
thirteenth year they rebelled." Genesis 14:1-4  
 
Here we see that the first earthly war began when a group rebelled against another. It 
should be no surprise that rebellion is at the root of war since the first war was the result 
of Satan's proud rebellion against God in heaven. It is certain that when war results, it is 
due in part to the satanic influence to get people to rebel. 
 
Second, war always affects innocent victims. 
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"In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings that were with him came and 
attacked the Rephaim in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh 
Kiriathaim, 6 and the Horites in their mountain of Seir, as far as El Paran, which is by the 
wilderness. 7 Then they turned back and came to En Mishpat (that is, Kadesh), and 
attacked all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who dwelt in Hazezon 
Tamar. 8 And the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of 
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went out and joined together in battle in the 
Valley of Siddim 9 against Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of nations, Amraphel 
king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar—four kings against five. 10 Now the Valley of 
Siddim was full of asphalt pits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled; some fell 
there, and the remainder fled to the mountains. 11 Then they took all the goods of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and all their provisions, and went their way. 12 They also took Lot, 
Abram's brother's son who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed." Genesis 
14:5-12 
 
War spreads and war always engulfs innocent victims such as Lot. This is what makes 
war so terrible and sorrowful, the hurt and harm brought to innocent victims. Granted, 
Lot chose to live in a decadent and immoral city, but he had nothing to do with the war 
here. He was in the wrong place at the wrong time but a victim nonetheless. 
 
Three, war is sometimes just. 
 
"Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew, for he dwelt by the 
terebinth trees of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner; and they 
were allies with Abram. 14 Now when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, 
he armed his three hundred and eighteen trained servants who were born in his own 
house, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 15 He divided his forces against them by night, 
and he and his servants attacked them and pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north 
of Damascus. 16 So he brought back all the goods, and also brought back his brother Lot 
and his goods, as well as the women and the people." Genesis 14:13-16 
 
When Abram heard of the capture of his nephew Lot, he was right and just to take up 
arms and go to his helpless nephew's defense. War is sometimes just and necessary.  
There are those who say they will not fight for any reason, who refuse to fight for any 
reason, they are pacifists. But I challenge the rightness of such a stance. War is 
sometimes justified when it is right in the sight of God.   
 
Fourth, those with a right view of war know that victory comes from the Lord. 
 
"And the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's 
Valley), after his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with 
him. 18 Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest 
of God Most High. 19 And he blessed him and said: "Blessed be Abram of God Most 
High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 20 And blessed be God Most High, Who has 
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delivered your enemies into your hand." And he gave him a tithe of all." Genesis 
14:17-24 
 
Abram knew Who it was that delivered his enemies into his hand; it was God Most High. 
His paying a tithe to Melchizedek was an act of worship of God Most High.  
 
The Scripture shows that God fights for His people on a number of occasions. The 
Exodus and conquest of Canaan was made with the understanding that God would fight 
on behalf of His people (Exodus 14:13-14, Deuteronomy 20:1-4).   
 
God fights for His people. He fights on behalf of the innocent and oppressed. And those 
who take up arms in a righteous and just conflict trust in God to lead and protect them.   
 
Fifth, those with a right view of war do not enter into it with the ambition to enrich 
themselves. 
 
"Now the king of Sodom said to Abram, "Give me the persons, and take the goods for 
yourself." 22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, "I have raised my hand to the Lord, 
God Most High, the Possessor of heaven and earth, 23 "that I will take nothing, from a 
thread to a sandal strap, and that I will not take anything that is yours, lest you should 
say, 'I have made Abram rich'— 24 "except only what the young men have eaten, and the 
portion of the men who went with me: Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their 
portion." Genesis 14:21-24 
 
Notice very importantly that Abram was not interested in personally profiting, but was 
interested only in securing the freedom of Lot. He refused to accept any booty offered to 
him. Abram did not go to war to make himself rich, He trusted in God Most High to 
enrich him. Abram went to war with pure motives to do what was right. Those in a just 
war are not looking to pillage and profit, but are looking to be instruments of God to 
establish His justice and truth.   
 
Lastly, those who take up arms in just honorable conflict trusting in God are 
rewarded by God. 
 
"After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, "Do not be 
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward." 2 But Abram said, 
"Lord God, what will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house is 
Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 Then Abram said, "Look, You have given me no offspring; 
indeed one born in my house is my heir!" 4 And behold, the word of the Lord came to 
him, saying, "This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your own body 
shall be your heir." 5 Then He brought him outside and said, "Look now toward heaven, 
and count the stars if you are able to number them." And He said to him, "So shall your 
descendants be." 6 And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for 
righteousness."  
 



 22

Notice here that the words of God to Abram encouraging him to not be afraid and that He 
is "your shield and exceedingly great reward" are linked to the previous events of Abram 
entering into a just conflict by the words, "After these things." Those "things" which 
precede God's expression of blessing involved the courageous and right taking up of arms 
by Abram to free his nephew Lot. God honored that righteous act by Abram and 
promised him blessing of descendents. When it says, "And he believed in the Lord, and 
He accounted it to him for righteousness," Abram not only believed the LORD YHVH 
would bless him with numerous descendents, but had believed God would be with him as 
a shield and protector in the previous just battle to free Lot. Abram, man of faith, had 
trusted God in a very difficult predicament and God honored that. 
 

THE WAR SONG OF DAVID THE WARRIOR KING 
 
One of the most prominent figures in the Scriptures was a man of war. I am referring to 
King David. Now there are some disadvantages to being a warrior. David was not 
permitted to build the Temple of God (2 Samuel 7; 1 Chronicles 17). But nevertheless, 
David is described in the Bible as, "a man after His [the LORD YHVH's] own heart" (1 
Samuel 13:14; Acts 13:22). David was a warrior king.   
 
David testifies to being trained for war by God when he is inspired to write:  
 
"He teaches my hands to make war, So that my arms can bend a bow of bronze." Psalm 
18:34" 
 
Blessed be the Lord my Rock, Who trains my hands for war, And my fingers for battle." 
Psalm 144:1   
 
After David had fought against the Philistines he was inspired to compose a song of 
deliverance. This song of David shows us how God trains and directs His leaders to at 
times wage war. As you read this song of David notice not only how David relies upon 
God for strength and direction in times of war, but also how David attributes victory to 
God fighting for him (2 Samuel 22:1-51). 
 
What can we glean about war from this song of David? The following points can be seen 
here.   
 
1. Stability, deliverance, strength, protection and salvation from one's enemies 
come from the LORD YHVH (22:1-4).  
2. The fear of death in war drives a person to cry out to God and God hears that 
cry (22:5-7)  
3. God is powerful and brings all the forces of nature to bear in achieving His 
purposes (22:8-16).  
4. Even though an enemy is too strong for us, no enemy of God's is too strong for 
Him to gain victory over (22:17-20). God brings victory over enemies (Psalm 3:7; 
9:3; 18; 21:8-13; 25:2; 27; 56:9-11; 59; 60:12; 108:13; 143:9). God's word gives 
light in how to defeat enemies (Psalm 119:98,139,157).  
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5. The LORD YHVH rewards the warrior according to the righteousness of the 
war. A person involved in a just war with pure motives and goals will be rewarded 
by God (22:21-25).  
6. The one who wants God’s support in battle must enter into it with humility for 
God will bring down the haughty (22:26-28).  
7. Righteous war is entered into in the light of God's word (22:29-31)  
8. Righteous war requires we are led by the LORD YHVH, not our own lusts 
(22:32-35)  
9. The war directed by God will be complete and through (22:36-46)  
10. When righteous war is entered into and won, thanks and worship ought to be 
offered to God (22:47-51).  
 
These verses show that God trained David for war and if so then it seems tot indicate that 
sometimes war is a viable option for God's will to be done. David was a warrior king to 
some extent and David, the warrior king, was also a man after Gods' own heart (1 Samuel 
13:14; Acts 13:22). When war is inevitable and the only means to establish God's justice 
and will, it should be entered into by God's guidance and resources with total reliance 
upon Him.   
 

AN OVERVIEW OF GOD AND WAR IN THE TANAKH 
 
Of war the Tanakh says the following:   
 
1. God on occasion ordered His people to go to war (Exodus 17:16; Numbers 
31:1, 2; Deuteronomy 7:1, 2; 1Sa 15:1-3).  
2. He instructed His people in how to make war (2 Samuel 22:35).  
3. God strengthened His people for war (Leviticus 26:7, 8).  
4. The Bible says it is God who gives victory in war (Numbers 21:3; Deuteronomy 
2:33; 3:3; 2 Samuel 23:10; Proverbs 21:31).  
5. It is God who brings an end to war (Psalm 46:9).  
6. Wars are often a punishment for sin (Numbers 21:14; Judges 5:8).  
7. It is God who scatters those who have a bloodlust and delight in war (Psalm 
68:30).  
8. Wars can be long, protracted and bloody (1 Samuel 14:22; 1 Chronicles 5:22; 
2 Chronicles 14:13; 28:6; 2 Samuel 3:1).  
9. Wars lead to other hardships such as famine (Isaiah 51:19; Jeremiah 14:15; 
Lamentations 5:10), pestilence (Jeremiah 27:13; 28:8), cruelty (Jeremiah 18:21; 
La 5:11-14), and devastation (Isaiah 1:7).  
 

WAR IN THE GOSPEL 
 
"Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was 
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes 
were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that 
no one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His 
name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, 
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white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp 
sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod 
of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 
And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD 
OF LORDS." Revelation 19:11-16 
 
Wars Are A Sign  
 
The first mention of "war" in the Gospel is found in the Olivet Discourse of Jesus where 
He states:  
 
"Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, 
"Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the 
end of the age?" 4 And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives 
you. 5 "For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive 
many. 6 "And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; 
for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 "For nation will rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and 
earthquakes in various places. 8 "All these are the beginning of sorrows. 9 "Then they 
will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My 
name’s sake. 10 "And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate 
one another. 11 "Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. 12 "And 
because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. 13 "But he who 
endures to the end shall be saved. 14 "And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in 
all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come." Matthew 24:3-
14 
 
Jesus said that wars would be a sign of the latter days leading up to YHVH's rapture of 
the church (1 Thessalonians 4 and 5), the Tribulation and the Lord's descent to this world 
(Revelation 6-19). He was very clear that such "wars and rumors of wars" were not the 
end "yet" but were merely the beginning of signs of the latter days. Jesus instructs us not 
to be "troubled" when world conflicts arise for they are only a sign of the beginning of 
the end (24:6, 9). After the wars and rumors of wars will come famines, pestilences and 
earthquakes, in other words natural upheaval (24:7). The will follow persecution of 
believers (24:9a). The world will hate the followers of YHVH (24:9b-10). False prophets 
will flourish (24:11). Those who reject YHVH will become cold and calloused in their 
considerations of others (24:12). Be ready to endure such hard times and look for every 
opportunity to share the gospel (24:13-14).   
 
The Olivet Discourse of Jesus is directed primarily to Israel which will go through the 
Tribulation (Revelation 6-19). Before the Tribulation takes place, all true believers in 
YHVH will be raptured to Him (1 Thessalonians 4 and 5). The rapture could occur at any 
time and so we should all be ready and alert to the times in which we live. Jesus used war 
to illustrate this need for readiness.   
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War Illustrates a Call to Readiness  
 
In the Gospel the word "war" also appears in the gospel of Luke where Jesus uses it to 
illustrate the importance of counting the cost of following YHVH by setting right 
priorities (Luke 14:25-35). Just as a king must plan and assess forces and resources 
before going to war else he risk embarrassment, we too are called by YHVH to count the 
cost of following Him. We are to put Him first and above all other earthly relationship 
(Luke 14:25-26). We are to bear our cross, or follow in the purpose for which God has 
created and called us (Luke 14:27). We need to forsake all and follow YHVH (Luke 
14:33). Jesus is telling us here that we need to give YHVH all our heart. This is 
especially the case in the days in which we live. We live in perilous times when the threat 
of terror attack in our neighborhoods is a very real thing. We need to have right priorities 
and a pure heart totally dedicated to the Lord and sensitive to the leading of the Spirit. If 
ever there was a time to be alert to be used by God, it is now. 
 
God's Instrument for Just Wars  
 
In the book of Romans it states that governments are the means by which God maintains 
justice (Romans 13:1-7).  
 
Governments are in place by the sovereign will of God. This is true of even the most evil 
governments. Evil governments are a product of and sign of the evil nature of humanity 
and God allows such evil to rise up as a testimony against the evil sinful nature of 
humanity. God says citizens are to submit to governments (13:1-3). It is governments and 
their forces that God uses to bring down those who practice evil (13:4). 
 

A TIME FOR WAR 
 
The Scripture states that there is a time for war: 
 
"To everything there is a season, 1 A time for every purpose under heaven: 8 A time to 
love, And a time to hate; A time of war, And a time of peace." Ecclesiastes 3:1, 8 
 
When is it time for war? When the innocent are being oppressed. The Scripture states: 

"And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 24 "Son of man, say to her: 'You are a 
land that is not cleansed or rained on in the day of indignation.' 25 "The conspiracy of her 
prophets in her midst is like a roaring lion tearing the prey; they have devoured people; 
they have taken treasure and precious things; they have made many widows in her 
midst. 26 "Her priests have violated My law and profaned My holy things; they have 
not distinguished between the holy and unholy, nor have they made known the difference 
between the unclean and the clean; and they have hidden their eyes from My Sabbaths, so 
that I am profaned among them. 27 "Her princes in her midst are like wolves tearing 
the prey, to shed blood, to destroy people, and to get dishonest gain. 28 "Her prophets 
plastered them with untempered mortar, seeing false visions, and divining lies for them, 
saying, 'Thus says the Lord God,' when the Lord had not spoken. 29 "The people of the 
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land have used oppressions, committed robbery, and mistreated the poor and needy; 
and they wrongfully oppress the stranger. 30 "So I sought for a man among them who 
would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should 
not destroy it; but I found no one. 31 "Therefore I have poured out My indignation on 
them; I have consumed them with the fire of My wrath; and I have recompensed their 
deeds on their own heads," says the Lord God." Ezekiel 22:23-31 

God used Assyria to judge the Northern Kingdom of Israel and Babylon to judge the 
Southern kingdom of Judah. These instruments were by no means "good" or even 
"godly" but God used them nonetheless. God looks out for the innocent, for the 
oppressed. And God looks for someone to stand in the gap, to pronounce and share His 
truth in an effort to bring to repentance those who are living in sin. On a national scale 
sometimes God looks for a nation to assert His will. Sometimes God uses nation to bring 
down another. 
 

GOD HAS POWER OVER WAR 
 
How should we face the prospects of war? The Scripture states that it is God who has 
power to end wars:  
 
"He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in 
two; He burns the chariot in the fire." Psalm 46:9  
 
No matter what happens, the believer always has this comforting truth, GOD IS IN 
CONTROL. God allows wars and can stop wars. No matter how badly things seem to be 
going or how out of control the world seems to be, God is in control.   
 

12 BIBLICAL RULES OF ENGAGEMENT IN THE JUST WAR 
 
Sin in the world and the unwillingness of evil people to live peaceably with those around 
them oftentimes oppressing and victimizing vulnerable people makes a just war to stop 
them a necessity and only alternative at times. There are those (inspired I believe by 
Satan himself) who seek to dominate and subjugate the world for their own proud 
personal sinful pleasures. War is a horrible thing (Psalm 79:3, Jeremiah 7:33, 15:3, 16:4, 
34:20). But if peace and justice cannot be established by peaceful means, a just war is the 
alternative.   
 
Below are twelve Biblical guidelines that make war just or that characterize a just war.   
 
First, pray for guidance in a just war.  
 
Prayer is a declaration of dependence upon God and in the tension between attempting to 
avoid war as much as possible and also not appeasing foolishly an aggressor to try and 
maintain peace, God's wisdom and direction is indispensable. God's wisdom is obtained 
through prayer. When the Philistines attacked David, the first thing he did was go before 
the Lord to seek God's guidance (2 Samuel 5:17-21).  
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God is the one who enables the just to break through and defeat the enemy. Because of 
this, to seek God's guidance in prayer is the first and priority step of one entering a just 
war situation.   
 
Second, those fighting a just war should depend on God’s resources, not just 
their own earthly resources.  
 
The resources of God are far more important than any earthly resources. For instance, 
God's angels are far mightier than any human soldier and He will send them to help when 
we fight in a just war (2 Chronicles 32:8, Psalm 3; 4:8, 35:1-7, Isaiah 37:36).   
 
When you are led by God in prayer and rely on Him for help, no enemy can prosper 
before you (Isaiah 54:17).   
 
Third, always keep in mind that earthly wars have spiritual elements.  
 
Paul was inspired to write that our primary battle is not against flesh and blood people but 
against Satan and his minions and we should fight it as such. The Lord provides us with 
weapons to fight the spiritual aspects of wars (Ephesians 6:10-18). 
 
Depend on God's might and power not your own (6:10). Put on the "whole" or entire 
"armor of God" (6:11). The battle is not primarily against flesh and blood people: it is 
against the evil spiritual forces of Satan who manipulate people who are living in their sin 
(6:12). Wickedness and every sort of atrocity are instigated by Satan, (which by no means 
excuses the human perpetrating such atrocities). The only way you will be able to stand 
in the evil day of spiritual conflict is to put on all the armor God provides you (6:13). 
Truth, like a belt, holds all your equipment in place. Never sacrifice truth to gain a 
perceived advantage (6:14). Many have lied and relied on their own deception only to 
suffer later when the truth inevitably comes out. Let righteousness cover your heart like a 
breastplate (6:14). Going into battle with a pure heart inspires courage and is greatly 
supported by the Lord. Unless the gospel is brought with you, you may advance 
outwardly, but no hearts will be won for the Lord. "Above all take the shield of faith" 
(6:16). Wear your flak jacket of faith that will stop the bullets of doubt and falsehoods 
that are thrown at you. Be certain of your salvation in your mind: wear it like a helmet 
that protects your thoughts through faith in YHVH in the power of the Spirit (6:17). And 
by all means do not forget the word of God, the sword of the Spirit, that can be used to 
defend as well as attack (6:17). God's word will guide the one in a just war in a righteous 
path that is pleasing to God. The final part of this armor is to pray always in the Spirit for 
guidance, strength, sensitivity and alertness to what is happening around you so that you 
won't be taken by surprise or caught off guard (6:18). This is the equipment God has 
provided to fight the spiritual war raging since Adam and Eve disobeyed Him in the 
Garden of Eden.   
 
Fourth, as much as is possible, overcome evil with good.  
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Even though military force is sometimes needed, mercy and goodness is to be shown to 
enemies as much as possible (2 Samuel 9:1-8; Psalm 35:11-16; Proverbs 25:21-22; 
Matthew 5:43-48; Luke 6:27-36; Romans 12:14, 20-21). 
 
Fifth, do not war vengefully but leave revenge in the hands of God.  
 
A heart of revenge can lead to atrocities in war. Those fighting a just war must release 
any thought of revenge to the Lord. Who better to dish out justice rightly than the Just 
One of the universe? (Romans 12:19-20; 1 Thessalonians 1:6-7). 
 
Sixth, do not take pleasure in the demise or pain of your enemy.  
 
Even though the elimination of a ruthless enemy is sought, we should never take pleasure 
in the pain of another no matter how evil. Taking pleasure in the pain experienced by an 
enemy displeases God (Proverbs 24:17-18). 
 
Seventh, understand there are those who will refuse peaceful means of 
reconciliation or problem resolution.  

Some refuse diplomacy as David said in Psalms when he was inspired to write:  

"My soul has dwelt too long With one who hates peace. 7 I am for peace; But when I 
speak, they are for war." Psalm 120:6-7  

David's words here speak to us about the limitations of diplomacy and that appeasement 
does not work with evil powers. 
 
Eighth, understand there are ruthless and evil entities in the world.  
 
These need to be dealt with for they destroy the peace and victimize the helpless at every 
turn (Psalm 41:5, 54:3, Ezekiel 36:5-7). The Scripture says that there are evil people who 
do not respond to negotiation or peaceful diplomacy. The Israelite prophet Ezekiel was 
inspired by God to write about such a situation when God pronounces judgment against 
Israel's perennial enemy Edom saying:   
 
"Because you have had an ancient hatred, and have shed the blood of the children of 
Israel by the power of the sword at the time of their calamity, when their iniquity came to 
an end, 6 "therefore, as I live," says the Lord God, "I will prepare you for blood, and 
blood shall pursue you; since you have not hated blood, therefore blood shall pursue you. 
7 "Thus I will make Mount Seir most desolate, and cut off from it the one who leaves and 
the one who returns." Ezekiel 35:5-7 
 
There are evil people who exhaust the goodness of God and have to be righteously 
judged by God.   
 
Ninth, those who persist in evil and refuse to live at peace are to be firmly dealt 
with in the Lord.  
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We are not to sit back and do nothing or continually appease those who do evil. We are 
not to be naive or pacifistic (Psalm 109:4-5, 15-20). 
 
There is a time to act. There is a time for a just war.  
 
Tenth, allow the enemy to undermine and defeat himself if possible.  
 
Dictators and tyrants are often destroyed from within. Wait for this and facilitate it if you 
can. The Scripture states:  

"They have prepared a net for my steps; My soul is bowed down; They have dug a pit 
before me; Into the midst of it they themselves have fallen." Psalm 57:6  

"His own iniquities entrap the wicked man, And he is caught in the cords of his sin. 23 
He shall die for lack of instruction, And in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray." 
Proverbs 5:22-23 

Those who live for lust and evil are often the victims of their own evil ways.   
 
Eleventh, forgive enemies once they are defeated.  
 
Jesus said, "Forgive them Father for they know not what they do." Stephen said, "Lord, 
do not charge them with this sin." We should treat enemies as God has treated us for we 
were enemies of God before coming to YHVH and He forgave us (Luke 23:34, Acts 
7:60, Colossians 1:21-23, Ephesians 4:30-32). Just as we have an enemy, we were once 
God's enemies. God loved us, even as enemies (Romans 5:8) and therefore we ought to 
love our enemies too.  
 
Twelfth, fear God more than the enemy.  

This will motivate those fighting a just war to fight it according to God's rules and not 
their own. The most important element in a just war is to fear God. Understand that there 
are eternal consequences to that which occurs in war, even just wars. Jesus said:   

"And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him 
who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell." Matthew 10:28 
 
There is a time when war is necessary and war can be just. Approximately two hundred 
and twenty five years ago, before the United States was a nation, a man by the name of 
Patrick Henry rose to speak in a continental congressional meeting concerning the 
injustices imposed upon the colonists by the British. Mr. Henry said in part:  
 
"Mr. President, it is natural to man to indulge in the illusions of hope. We are apt to shut 
our eyes against a painful truth, and listen to the song of the siren till she transforms us 
into beast. Is this the part of wise men, engaged in a great and arduous struggle for 
liberty? Are we disposed to be of the number of those who, having eyes, see not, and 
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having ears, hear not, the things which so nearly concern their temporal salvation? For 
my part, whatever anguish of spirit it may cost, I am willing to know the whole truth; to 
know the worst, and to provide for it. I have but one lamp by which my feet are guided, 
and that is the lamp of experience. . . . Suffer not yourselves to be betrayed with a kiss. 
Ask yourselves how this gracious reception of our petition comports with those warlike 
preparations which cover our waters and darken our land. Are fleets and armies necessary 
to a work of love and reconciliation? Have we shown ourselves so unwilling to be 
reconciled, that force must be called in to win back our love? Let us not deceive 
ourselves, sir. These are the implements of war and subjugation, - the last arguments to 
which kings resort. . . . Let us not, I beseech you, sir, deceive ourselves longer. Sir, we 
have done everything that could be done to avert the storm which is now coming on. . . . 
In vain, after these things, may we indulge the fond hope of peace and reconciliation. 
There is no longer any room for hope. If we wish to be free . . . we must fight! I repeat it, 
sir, - we must fight! An appeal to arms, and to the God of hosts, is all that is left us. . . . 
Sir, we are not weak, if we make a proper use of those means which the God of nature 
hath placed in our power. Three millions of people armed in the holy cause of liberty, and 
in such a country as that which we possess, are invincible by any forces which our enemy 
can send against us. . . . Besides, sir, we shall not fight our battles alone. There is a just 
God who presides over the destinies of nations, and who will raise up friends to fight our 
battles for us. The battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is to the vigilant, the active, the 
brave. . . . It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry peace, but there is 
no peace. The war is actually begun. The gale that sweeps from the north will bring to 
our ears the clash of resounding arms. Our brethren are already in the field. Why stand 
we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What would they have? IS LIFE SO 
DEAR, OR PEACE SO SWEET, AS TO BE PURCHASED AT THE PRICE OF 
CHAINS AND SLAVERY? FORBID IT. ALMIGHTY GOD! I KNOW NOT WHAT 
COURSE OTHERS MAY TAKE, BUT AS FOR ME, GIVE ME LIBERTY OR GIVE 
ME DEATH!" David J. Vaughan, Give Me Liberty, (Elkton, MD: Highland Books, 1997) pages 80-85 
 
There is such a thing as a just war, a time for war. May God lead us wisely and gracefully 
and may His truth reign and His justice flow (Amos 5:24).   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 31

VI. THE SAD NECESSITY FOR WAR 
 

 
 
"The human race is one because of the common nature shared by its members. However, 
every individual is driven by their craving to achieve their private ambitions. 
Unfortunately the things they seek are such that no one can get enough of what they 
want. Only the unlimited goodness of God can slake all human thirsts. As a result the 
world in which we humans live is in a constant state of war between those who fail to 
gain what they want and those who succeed." City of God, 18.2 
 
The sad paradox of living in this Hospice, this Inn for Travelers which is our world, is 
that war and conflict seem to be almost a necessity. The somber analysis given by 
Augustine in the fifth century seems now all too true: 
 
"The City of Man, for the most part, is a city of contention with opinions divided by 
foreign wars and domestic quarrels and by the demands for victories which either end in 
death or are merely momentary respites from further war. The reason is that whatever 
part of the city of the world raises the standard of war, it seeks to be lord of the world, 
when, in fact, it is consumed by its own wickedness." City of God, 15.4 
 
Over the past 70 years, the United States has been involved in five major conflicts and 
numerous minor ones. Other nations have suffered much more. It seems that at every 
period of human history there have been wars going on throughout the world, tribe 
against tribe, nation against nation, indeed religion against religion.  
 
The result has been that no people can feel so secure that they should not dread invasions 
that are hostile to life (City of God, 17.13).  
 
Hobbes' somber observation that "Man is a wolf to man!" seems all too true. If there is 
any injustice in the statement, it is against the poor wolves. They kill only for survival. 
We sometimes kill just for the fun of it. As Augustine observed: 
 
"God knew that human beings would sin and that they would go so far in their sinful 
viciousness that even the irrational beasts would live more securely and peacefully with 
each other than would human beings. Indeed, neither lions nor dragons have ever waged 
such wars with their own kind as human beings have fought with each other." City of 
God, 12.23 
 
We humans continue to want peace and dream of peace, hoping against hope that the 
prophecy of Isaiah will finally come true: 
 
"In days to come the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established as the highest 
mountain and raised above the hills. All nations shall stream toward it; many peoples 
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shall come and say: "Come, let us climb the Lord's mountain to the house of the God of 
Jacob so that he may instruct us in his ways and we may walk in his paths." They shall 
beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; one nation shall 
not raise the sword against another nor shall they train for war again." Isaiah 2: 2-5 
 
His prediction of the future is indeed encouraging but the cry of Joel seems to be a better 
description of our present situation: 
 
"Declare this among the nations: proclaim a war, rouse the warriors to arms! Let all the 
soldiers report and march! Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruning hooks 
into spears; let the weak man say, "I am a warrior!"" Joel 4: 9-10 
 
The difference in the two passages is that Isaiah is speaking about the world to come; Joel 
speaks of this world. The call to "come to the mountain" is a call to look to the heavens, 
not search the earth. We have received the "instructions" about how to live this life that 
Isaiah talks about. They come to us through the Sacred Scriptures, through the words and 
life of YHVH, through the great prophets and thinkers of every religion, through the 
conscience of every individual. We have received the instructions on how to reach the 
"mountain" but more often than not we have not listened.  
 
That this is a world in which violence is common is reflected in the two basic principles 
that should guide humanity: the so-called Golden Rule ("Don't do unto others what you 
don't want done to you") and Do No Harm ("Do Good to others, rescue them when you 
can, and do not harm them unnecessarily") 
 
If we lived in a perfect world, the only moral rule would be to "Love" others. The fact 
that we have principles telling us to limit our harm is a sign that we live in a world where 
love and peace will not always be realized, where there will be conflict between "man 
and man" between "wolf and wolf", indeed between "wolf and lamb". 
 
It is paradoxical that war seems to be a necessity in this Hospice for Travelers. In most of 
the hotels and motels I have visited over the years, I can remember few if any battles 
(except about the bill when checking out). Though it is unlikely that we will find conflict 
when we come to "check out" (how can you argue with a bill made out by God), as long 
as we live here there will always be the danger of war: war between room-mates, war 
between rooms, war between the various disparate sections of the Inn. 
 
Why is this the case if everyone wants the happiness of peace? The reason is that each 
one wants their sort of peace and, because we are all half-cracked, these "wants" often 
conflict with each other.  
 
Not everyone has (or thinks they have) the means to live well, their fair share of respect, 
the autonomy to control their lives, the gift of loving and being loved. At least 50% of the 
guests do not get enough to eat. 80% live in substandard housing. Over 500 million are at 
any moment experiencing war, imprisonment, torture, and starvation. These, (along with 
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the simple desire to hurt others for recreation) are the seeds of war, and such seeds have 
always been and will always be part of our lives. 
 
In dealing with this "condition of war" we must of course pray for peace and hope for 
peace but we must also be prepared to deal with the wars and discord that will inevitably 
affect our lives. Certainly we should be messengers of peace, but we must also be able 
and willing to respond to attacks against those we love, those under our care, against 
those ideals to which we have dedicated our lives. In Augustine's view, when wars are 
waged for such good and noble purposes they must be said to be "righteous wars". 
(Against Faustus the Manichean, 22.75) 
 
Of course the non-violent way to resolve conflict preached by Gandhi and Martin Luther 
King is preferable, but this does not mean that we should be passive in the face of 
injustice. As Augustine wrote long ago: 
 
"Wars are always unfortunate but it would be more unfortunate for the unjust to triumph 
over the just. The necessity of going to war to prevent this may certainly be regarded by 
good people as being a blessed course of action." City of God, 4.14 
 
There is no moral problem in choosing to give up our lives rather than to strike out 
against others threatening us; but is it not an injustice to remain passive when those we 
love, when the innocent, when the defenseless come under such attack?  
 
Does it make sense when others for one reason or another (even reasons that they feel 
have the highest moral justification) attack the ideals we live by, the church we believe 
in, the community that nourishes us, to stand by and let the vicious oppressors have their 
way? Augustine, himself a child of violent times, believed that the very injustice of such 
attacks imposes the duty to go to war against them (City of God, 19.7). 
 
Some object that such violent response was forbidden by Jesus when he told us to "turn 
the other cheek", to remain passive and pray rather than fight. Augustine answers: 
 
"Christ's command not to resist evil was intended to forestall our taking the kind of 
delight in revenge which feeds on another's misfortune. It was not meant to encourage us 
to neglect the correction of others." Letter 47, 5 
 
The charity of Jesus is of course manifested best by trying to avoid war as much as 
possible but, when it needs to be waged, that same charity commands only that it be 
carried on with a kindly spirit. This was the message that Augustine sent to the imperial 
official Marcellinus who was charged with putting down the constant conflicts in North 
Africa: 
 
"We should not return evil for evil but it is also true that sometimes we must act with a 
kind severity when we are trying to make the disorderly change their ways. Thus, an 
earthly state following the teachings of Christ will wage its wars with kindness and base 
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the peace that follows on godliness and justice, being sensitive to the needs of the 
conquered." Letter 138, 2.14  
 
To say that war must never be waged for the sake of truth, for the sake of justice, is to 
create the impression that there is no truth, that one belief is as good as another, that I 
should be happy to embrace any way of thinking that is imposed upon me. It is to imply 
that there is no such a thing as justice, that there are no "rights" or "wrongs", that 
therefore there are no "wrongs" to be "righted". Indeed, it is to imply that there is no such 
thing as "rationality" and that chaos and disorder is and should be the rule of the day. 
 
To give away all these things (truth, justice, rationality) is to reduce life in this Hospice, 
not to a "law of the jungle" (for even a jungle has its own order and its denizens have 
their own rules of behavior), but to something infinitely worse. It is to reduce this world 
to a place without law, an anarchy in which there is no meaning. But if this is all there is 
to life, why should we worry about getting through our days with some nobility? In the 
midst of chaos the last thread of rationality should dictate that we exit as soon as possible. 
Even oblivion is better than the chaos that is left behind. 
 
Augustine firmly believed that the truly great leaders are not those who stay passive in 
the face of such chaos. Rather they are those who, after trying to bring order with a 
"word" rather than a "sword", are not above using the sword,  
 
"...those who, through toil and danger with the help of God are able to conquer a 
seemingly invincible foe and thereby bring peace and order to the community." (Letter 
229, 1)   
 
He believed that the good ruler should indeed wage war with tears in his eyes, but 
sadness about the necessity does not do away with the necessity. The need to wage war is 
always regrettable but it would be even more regrettable to allow evil nations to dominate 
those who are innocent (City of God, 4.14). When victory comes to the just surely this is 
a reason for rejoicing (City of God, 15.4).  
 
Unfortunately wars are often unjust, waged for the wrong reason or in the wrong way. 
Augustine maintained that it is just to wage war to protect against an unjust aggressor 
(City of God, 22.6) or to regain rights unjustly denied (Questions on the Heptateuch, 
6.10), but few wars are waged solely for such admirable reason.  
 
In his own day Augustine could find wars that were waged to dominate innocent nations 
(City of God, 4.6), wars driven by a spirit of extreme nationalism, wars entered into to 
distract the populace from troubles at home, wars begun simply because the ruler wanted 
to make a name for himself. All of these were rooted in a disordered love for things of 
this world and created more disorder in trying to possess it. 
 
Even wars begun for the best reasons can become unjust if they are carried on in an 
unjust way, if alliances are ignored, if non-combatants are not protected, if the thrill of 
violence destroys any moderation. As Augustine warns:  
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"The real evils in war are the love of violence, the cruel passion for revenge, the blind 
hatred of the enemy, the sometimes insane uncontrolled resistance to attack, the lust for 
power, and other things of this sort." Against Faustus the Manichean, 22.74  
 
War is indeed a sad necessity in this cracked world. The best that can be hoped for is that 
it will be carried on in a spirit of charity, aiming not at wreaking vengeance on an enemy 
but at bringing a peace that benefits both friend and foe. 
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VII. THE UN-ELECT 

 

The Bainimarama-Chaudhry Government: a 'state against its people' 

Ours is a small country without the social pressures of huge populations. Our people are 
friendly, literate and trainable. We have almost all the ingredients in Fiji to transform our 
economy and society into the glittering jewel of success in the Pacific. The missing 
ingredient in this mix is called good governance, people involved in decisions which 
affect their lives, a functional democracy which shares power with the people. Peace is a 
pre-requisite for a purposeful development and as such, it is a viable goal for any good 
government. Long-term development cannot be realized without sustainable peace: and 
peace cannot be attained without the active participation of the people. 

Dictator Bainimarama says that he has no opposition because he is unelected: "no one 
can oppose us as we were unelected." (FT 24/2) Bainimarama says the interim 
government has the full backing of the army.  

DEMOCRACY DEPENDS ON THE RULE OF LAW.  

DEMOCRACY IMPLIES MAJORITY RULE. 

One of the few American Presidents respected worldwide, Abraham Lincoln, defined 
democracy as a form of government OF the people, BY the people, and FOR the people 
in his famous Gettysburg Address, 1863. 

One thing is certain: our current system excludes the people from any meaningful 
involvement in governance.  

The Bainimarama-Chaudhry government is a 'STATE AGAINST ITS PEOPLE'. To a 
very great extent, non-Fijians rule over the Fijian people (the dominant Fijian majority), 
with disastrous consequences for the Fijians.  

They have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind. The day of their doom is 
just around the corner, sudden and swift and sure. What goes around, comes around. 
Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. He that leadeth into captivity shall go 
into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword. Those who 
live by the sword, die by the sword: for all they that take the sword shall perish with the 
sword. 

If we look through history, there is a clear "pattern of failure" associated with a military 
rule. In totality, this pattern found across all military regimes in past indicates the 
unsustainability and failure of the military experience. If military dictatorship was to be 
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the best thing that ever happened to Fiji since sliced bread, it would have worked by now. 
Instead, it has failed on each one of the three (or four) occasions that it was put into 
practice in this country. If military dictatorship had been this nation's destiny, the people 
would have happily embraced it and not repelled against it. For twenty years, Fiji and its 
political institutions have been suffering from a disease.  

This cancer—MILITARY INVOLVEMENT IN POLITICAL AFFAIRS AND 
FREQUENT MILITARY COUPS— is silently eating away on the body of this nation. 
The patient is dying a slow but sure death.  

The only thing that a period of military rule, like we've seen on several occasions in the 
past, achieves is that it delays the inevitable. It provides the patient with a drip and a 
booster shot of some energy that creates an artificial impression that things are getting 
better but, that too, only for a while. When the signs of this booster shot wear off, 
however, we're left with a patient that is weaker, sicker, and nearer to its death than it was 
before the military intervention was administered for not only is the booster shot only an 
artificial and temporary remedy, it also results in considerable waste of time–years, 
sometimes a decade–that could have been spent curing the cancer in the first place.  

The death will surely come unless we, the people of Fiji, FOLLOW COSTA RICA'S 
LEAD AND ABOLISH THE ARMY. The choice is ours, so can be the future. 
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VIII. ABOLISHING THE FIJI MILITARY 

 

The military is an encumbrance to our political and social life as well as to the public 
budget ($100 million per year is spent on the Fiji military). It is a threat to our personal 
security. It has violently overthrown a democratically elected government and carried out 
arbitrary arrests.  

Our longest period of democracy and stability will come when the Fiji Military is totally 
demilitarized: as long as the army is there, it will divert money that is urgently needed for 
education, healthcare, infrastructure and environmental programs. If you look at the real 
role of the military in Fiji, you will see that it is the backbone of dictators and an 
instrument of internal repression. Abolishing the army has several functions:   

• it inhibits the formation of a military group capable of gaining autonomy;  
• it avoids military involvement in political affairs and it avoids the despotic 

dictatorships, frequent military coups and internal turmoil that have 
plagued Fiji; 

• it frees public funds for development;  
• it allows the government to spend more on health, education, and ecology; 
• it makes elections the only route to power;  
• it establishes Fiji’s neutrality in the region and in the world 

Fiji's commitment to peace and stability will begin when it abolishes its army. A 
militarily weak country cannot be attacked without provoking international condemnation 
of the aggressor: and it shows the illegitimacy of armed opposition toward a state that has 
renounced the use of force.  

Costa Rica's experience is proof that Fiji must abolish the army through a constitutional 
amendment and recognize an Anglo-Saxon nation (Australia) as the dominant 
superpower of the region and as its ally and friend. Fourteen countries have now followed 
Costa Rica's example and demilitarized through Constitutional amendments. Twenty-
eight nations now have no armies.  

 


